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INTRODUCTION, 


HIS remarkable Prophecy has been carefully reviſed, eor- 
reQeJ, and improved; alſo ſome account given of our 
author, Robert Nixon, who was but a kind of ideot, and uſed to 
be, employed in following the plough. He had lived in ſome 
farmeis' families, and was their drudge and their jeſt, 


At laſt, Thomas Cholmondeley, of Vale-Royal, Eſq. took 
him into his houſe, and he lived there when he compoſed this 
Prophecy, which he delivered with as much gravity and ſolem- 
nity as if he had been an oracle; end it was obſerved, that tho“ 
the fool was a driveler, and could not ſpeak common fenſs when 
he was uninſpired, yet in delivering, his Prophecies he ſpoke 
plainly and ſenſibly; how truly will be ſeen in the following 
Pagss. 

| „ | 

As to the credit of this Prophecy, I dare fay it is as well at- 
tefted as any of Noſtradamus's or Metlin's, and come to paſs as 
well as the beſt of *Squire Bickerſtaff's. It is plain enough that 
great men have in all ages had recourſe to prophecy as well as 
the vulgar. I would not have all grave perſons deſpiſe the in- 
Fpirations of Nixon. The late French King gave audience to 
an inſpired farrier, and rewarded him with an hundred piſtoles 


for his prophetical intelligence; though by what I can learn he 
did not come near our Nixon for giſts. 


The ſimplicity, the circumſtances, and hiſtory, of the Che- 
ſhire Prophecy, are ſo remarkable, that I hope the public will 
be as much delighted as I was myſelf. 


By the way, this is not a prophecy of to-day ; it is as old as 
the e and the ſtory will make it appear, chat there 
is as little impoſture in it as the Jacobites pretend there is in the 
perſon it ſeems to have an eye to: but whether they are both im- 
poſtures alike or not, I leave to the reader to determine. 


I. OLDMIXON. 


— 
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THE PROPHECY, 
| fol the reign of King James the Firſt, there lived a 


man, generally reputed a fool, whoſe name was 
Nixon. One day, when he returned home from 
ploughing in the field, he laid the things down which 
he had in his hands, and continuing for ſome time in a 
ſeemingly deep and thoughtful meditation, at length 
he pronounced in a loud voice, Now I will propheſy. 
And ſpoke as follows : 

When a Raven ſhall build in a Stone Lion's mouth 
on the top of a Church in Cheſhire, then a King of 
England ſhall be driven out of his kingdom, and ne- 
ver return more. 

When an Eagle ſhall fit on the top of the houſe, 
then an heir ſhall be born to the Cholmondeley's fa- 
mily ; and this heir ſhall live to ſee England invaded 
by foreigners, who ſhall proceed ſo far as a town in 
Cheſhire; but a Miller, named Peter, ſhall be born 
with two heels on one foot, and at that time living in 
a mill of Mr. Cholmondeley's, he ſhall be inſtrumental 
in delivering the nation. | 

The perſon who then governs the nation will be in 

reat trouble, and ſkulk about: The invading Kin 
Fall be killed, laid acroſs a horſe's back like a calf, 
and led in triumph. The miller, having been inſtru- 
mental in it, ſhall bring forth the perſon that then go- 
verns the kingdom, and be knighted for what he has 
done; and after that England ſee happy days. A 
young new ſet of men ſhall come, who hat) proſper, 
and make a flouriſhing Church for two hundred years. 

As a token of the truth of all this, a wall of r. 
Chalmondeley's ſhall fall: If it falls downwards, the 
Church ſhall be oppreſſed, and riſe no more: but if 
upwards, next the riſing hill on the ſide of it, then it 
ſha]l flouriſh again. Under this wall ſhall be found 
the bones of a Britiſh King. 
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A pond ſhall run with blood three days, and the 
Croſs-ſtone Pillar in the Foreſt fink fo low into the 
ground, that a crow from the top of it ſhall drink of 
the beſt blood in England. 

A boy ſhall be born with three thumbs, and ſhall 
hold three Kings? horſes, while England ſhall be three 
times won and loſt in one day. 

THE original may be ſeen in ſeveral families in 

Cheſhire, and in particular in the hands of Mr. Eger- 
ton, of Oulton, with many other remarkables ; as, 
that Pecferton Windmill ſhou'd be removed to Luddi- 
ton Hill, that horſes ſaddled ſhould run about till 
their girths rotted away. But this is ſufficient to 
prove Nixon as great a prophet as Partridge, aud we 
ſhall give other proofs of it before we have done. 
I know your Prophets are generally for Raw-head 
and Bloody-bones, and therefore do not mind it much ; 
or I might add, that Oulton Mill ſhall be driven with 
blood inſtead of water. But theſe Soothſavers are 
great Butchers, and every Hall is with them a Slaugh- 
ter-houſe. 

Now as for authorities to prove this Prophecy to be 
genuine, and how it has been hitherto accompliſhed, I 
might refer myſelf to the whole county of Cheſter, 
where it is in every one's mouth, and has been for 
theſe forty years. As much as I have of the manu- 
ſcript was ſent me by a perſon of ſenſe and veracity, 
and as little diſpoſed to believe viſions as any body. 
For my own part I build nothing on this or any other 
Prophecy ; only there is ſomething ſo very odd in the 
ſtory, and ſo pat in the wording of it, that I cannot 
help giving it as I found it. The family of the Chol - 
mondleys is very antient in this county, and takes its 
name from a place ſo called, near Nantwich. There 
are alſo Cholmton and Cholmondeſton ; but the ſear of 
that branch of the family, which kept our Prophet 

Nixon, is at Vale-Royal, on the river Weaver in Dela- 
; mere 
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mere foreſt. It was formerly an Abbey founded by 
Edward J. and came to the Cholmondeleys from the 
famous family of the Holcrofts. When Nixon pro- 
pheſied, this family was near being extinct, the heir 
having married Sir Walter St. John's daughter, a lady 
not eſteemed very young, who, notwithſtanding, being 
with child, fell in labour, and continued fo for ſome 
days. (During which time an Eagle fat upon the 
houſe-top, ana flew away when ſhe was delivered, 
which proved to be a ſon.) 

A Raven is alſo known to have built in a Stone 
Lion's mouth, in the ſteeple of the Church of Over, 
in the foreſt of Delamere. Not long before the ab- 
dication of King James, the wall ſpoken of fel] down 
and fell upwards, and in removing the rubbiſh, were 
found the bones of a man of more than ordinary fize. 
A pond at the ſame time ran with water that had a 
reddiſh tincture, and was never known to have done 
ſo before or ſince. 

Headleſs Croſs, in the Fareſt, which in the memory 
of man was ſeveral feet high, is now ſunk within half 
a foot of the ground. | 

In the pariſh of Budworth, a boy was born with 
three thumbs ; he had alſo two heels on one foot. — 
Lady Egerton, wiſhing well to another reſtoration, 
often inſtigated her huſband to turn Peter, the miller 
of Neginſhire mills, out of the mill; but he looked 
upon it as a whimſy, and ſo permitted Peter ſtil] to 
continue there, in hopes of becoming as good a knight 
as Sir Philip his landlord was. 

Of this Peter I have been told that the Lady Nar- 
cliff, of Chelſea, and the Lady St. John, of Batterſea, 
have often been heard to talk; and that they both aſ- 
ſerted the truth of our Prophecy, and its accompliſh- 
ment, with particulars that are more extraordinary 
than any I have yet mentioned. The noiſe of Nixon's 
predictions reaching the * of King James the- Firſt, 
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he would needs fee this fool, who cried and made ada 
that he might not go to Court ; and the reaſon that he 
gave was, That he ſhould be ſtarved. 

(A very whimſical fancy of his: Courts are not 
places where people uſe to ſtarve in, when they once 
come there, whatever they did beſore.) The King 
being informed of Nixon's refuſing to come, ſaid he 
would take particular care that he ſhould not be ſtarved, 
and ordered him to be brought up. Nixon cried out- 
He was ſent for again, and ſoon after the meſſenger 
arrived, who brought him up from Cheſhire. | 

How or whether he propheſied to his Majeſty, no 
body can tell ; but he is not the firlt fool that has made 
a good Court Prophet. 

That Nixon might be well provided for, *twas or- 
dered that he ſhould be kept in the kitchen, where he 
grew ſo troubleſome in licking and picking the meat, 
that the cooks locked him up in a hole, and the King 
going on a ſudden from Hampton Court to London, 
they forgot the fool in the hurry, and he was really 
ſtarved to death, 

There are a great many paſſages of this Fool-Pro- 
Phet's life and ſayings tranſmitted by tradition from 
father to ſon in this county palatine ; as, that when he. 
lived with a farmer, before he was taken into Mr, 
Cholmondeley's family, he gored an ox ſo cruelly, that 
one of the ploughmen threatened to beat him for 
abuſing his maſter's beaſt. Nixon ſaid, My maſter's 
beaſt will not be his three days. A life in an eſtate 
dropping in that time, the Lord of the manor took the, 
ſame ox for at} herriot. This account, as whimſical 
and romantic as it is, was told to the Lady Cowper,, 
in the year 1670, by Dr. Patrick, late Biſhop of Ely, 
then Chaplain to Sir Walter St. John ; and that Lady 
had the following farther particulars, relating to this 
Prophecy, and the fulfilling of many parts of it, from 
Mrs, Chute, ſiſter of Mrs. Cholmondeley, 9. 
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Royal ; who affirmed, That a multitude of peop'e ga- 
thering together to ſee the Eagle before-mentioned, 
the bird was frightened from her young ; that ſhe her- 
ſelf was one of them, and the cry among the people 
was, Nixon's Prophecy 1s fulfilled, and we ſhall have 
a foreign King. She declared, that ſhe read over the 
Prophecy many times, when her ſiſter was with-child 
of the-heir who now enjoys the eſtate. She particu- 
larly remembered that King James II. was plainly 
pointed at, and that it was foretold he ſhould endea- 
vour to ſubvert the laws and religion of this king- 
dom, for which reaſon they would riſe and turn him 
out; that the Eagle of which Nixon propheſied perch- 
ed in one of the windows all the time her fiſter was in 
labour. She ſaid it was the biggeſt bird ſhe ever ſaw ; 
that it was in a deep ſnow, and that it perched on the 
edge of a great bow-window, which had a large bor- 
der on the outſide, and that ſhe and many others 
opened the window to try to ſcare it away, but it 
would not ſtir till Mrs. Cholmondeley was delivered; 
after which it took flight to a great tree over againſt 
the room her ſiſter lay in, where having ſtaid about 
three days, it flew away in the night. She affirmed 
further to the Lady Cowper, that the falling of the 
garden-wall was a thing not to be queſtioned, it be- 
ing in ſo many people's memory : 'That it was fore- 
told that the heir of Vale-Royal ſhould live to ſee 
England invaded by foreigners, and that he ſhould 
fight bravely for his King and his country: That the 
Miller mentioned is alive, and expects to be knighted, 
and is in the very mill that is foretold: That he ſhould 
Kill two invaders who would come in, the one from 
the Weſt, and the other from the North: That he 
from the North ſhould bring with him of all nations; 
Swedes, Danes, Germans, and Dutch; and that in 
the folds of his garments he ſhould bring fire and fa- 
mine, plague and murder : 'That many great battles 
TY | A4 ſhould 
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ſhould be fought in England, one upon London Bridge, 
which would be ſo bloody, that people would ride in 
London ſtreets up to their horles bellies in blood; that 
ſeveral other battles ſhould be fought up and down 
moſt parts in Cheſhire; and that the laſt that ever 
would be fought in England ſhould be on Delamere 
foreſt; That the heir of Oulton, whoſe name is 
E n, and has married Earl Cholmondeley's 
ilter, ſhall be hanged up at his own gate. 

Laſtly, He foretels great glory and proſperity to 
thoſe who ſtand up in defence of their laws and liber- 
ties, and ruin and miſery to thoſe that ſhould betray- 
them. He ſays, the year before this would happen, 
bread-corn would be very dear, and that the year fol- 
lowing more troubles ſhould begin, which would laſt 
three years; that the firſt would be moderate, the ſe- 
cond bloody, and the third intolerable ; that unleſs 
they were ſhortened, no mortal could bear them; and 
that there were no miſchiefs but what poor oy r 
would feel at that time. But that George, the ſon of 
George, ſhould put an end to all. That afterwards the 
Church ſhould flouriſh, and England-be the moſt glo- 
rious nation upon earth, The ſame Lady Cowper 
was not content to take theſe particulars from Mrs. 
Chute, but ſhe inquired of Sir Thomas Aſton, of the 
truth of this Prophecy, and he atteſted it was in great 
reputation in Cheſhire, and that the fas were known 
by every one to have happened as Nixon ſaid they 
would, adding, that the morning before the garden- 
wall fell, his neighbour Mr. Cholmondeley going ta 
Tide out a hunting, ſaid, Nixon ſeldom fails, but now 
I think he will; for he foretold that this day my gar- 
den-wall would fall, and i think it looks as if it would 
ſtand theſe forty years; that he had not been gone a: 
quarter of an hour before the wall ſplit, and fell up- 
wards againſt the riſing of the hill, which, as Nixon 
would have it, was the preſage of a flouriſhing . 
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As to the remoyal of Pecferton mill, it was done by 
Sir John Crewe, the mill having loft its trade there, 
for which he ordered it to be ſet upon Ludditon hill; 
and being aſked it he did it to fulfil the Prophecy, 
he declared ne never thoaght of it. I myſelf have 
inquired of a perſon who knows Mr. Cholmondeley's 
pond as well as Roſamond's in St. James's Park, and 
he aſlured me the falling of the wall, and the pond 
running biood, as they call it, are facts which, in Che- 
Ihirc, any one would be reckoned mad for making the 
leaſt queſtion of. As there are ſeveral particulars in 
this Prophecy which remain unfulfilled, ſo when they 
come to pals ſome other circumſtances may be added, 
which are not convenient to be told until accompliſhed, 

If I had a mind to look into the antiquities of this 
county, I might find that Prodigics and Prophecies are 
no unuſual things there. Cambden tells us, that at 


Brereton, not many miles from Vale-Royal, which 


gave name to a famous, antient, numerous, and knightly 


family, there is a thing as ſtrange as the perching 
Eagle, or the falling of the wall, which he ſays was at- 


teſted to him by many perſons, and was commonly 


believed; that before any heir of this family dies, 
there are ſcen in a lake adjoining, the bodies of trees 


ſwimming upon the water for ſeveral days together. 


He likewiſe adds, that near the Abbey of St. Mau- 


rice, in Burgundy, there is a fiſh-pond, in which a 
number of fiſhes are put, equal to the number of 
Monks of that place; and if any one of them happens 
to be ſick, there is a fiſh ſeen floating on the water; 
and in caſe the fit of ſickneſs proves fatal to the Monk, 


the fiſh foretells it by its own death ſome days before. 
This the learned Cambden relates in his deſcription of 
Cheſhire, and the opinion of the trees ſwimming in 


the lake near Brereton prevails all about the county to 
this day, only with this difference, that ſome ſay tis 
one log that ſwims, and ſome ſay many. 

J. OLDMIXON, 


FL. 


THE 


LIFE or NIXON, 


THE CHESHIRE PROPHET. 


SIR, 


Have read over your Cheſhire Prophecy, and muſt 
needs ſay, that what you have added is to be found 
in the original, written in doggrel verſe: I have read 
it over and over; and though it is longer than your 
Prophecy, yet I think the ſubſtance of it is there ; and 
I ſhall now give you ſome material paſſages which will 
ſerve to make your Prophecy compleat. To theſe I 
ſhall add a ſhort account of his life, as I have been 
able to inform myſelf of it by old people. I could 
meet but with one man who remembered the Prophet, 
and that was old Woodman, of Copnal. f 
He ſays, that Nixon was a ſhort ſquab fellow; had 
a great head, and goggle eyes; that he uſed to drivel 
as he ſpoke, which was very rarely, and was extremely 
ſurly. He particularly had a ſpite againſt children, 
and would run after them to beat them when they 
came in his way, eſpecially if they made ſport with 
him, as he ſaid they uſed to do, and himſelf among 
the reſt, when he was a lad. He was at firſt plough 
boy to farmer Crowton, of Swanlow, and ſo ſtubborn 
that they could make him do nothing without beating. 
They could ſeldom get any thing out of him but Yes 
and No; and if he {poke much more, it was untelli- 
gible ; he would hardly ſay no and yes, unleſs he was 
pinched by hunger. He had a very good ſtomach ; 
and the report was, that he would eat up a ſhoulder of 
mutton at a meal, if they would Jet him, and a good 
Juncheon of bread and cheeſe after it. The people 
had, it ſeems, a ſtrange reverence even for his aN 
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dity; and they took his ſilence to be like that of an 
oracle, as portentous as if he propheſied. 

The firſt time he was found out to be a prophet, was 
upon this occaſion; Farmer Crowton being one day at 
Plough in a field, near the River Weaver, in Swan- 
low pariſh, and his boy Nixon following him, the boy 
ſtopt on a ſudden, dropt his bottle and budget which 
he carried to the field with him, and ſtood motionleſs 
with his eyes fixed towards Heaven. Neither words 
nor blows could get him out of this trance for the {pace 
of an hour, When he recovered, he took up the things 
he had dropped, and followed the plough. His maſter, 
and the men that were at work in the ſame field, 
ſtood by him all the while, taking him to be in a fit ; 
but wondered ſtill that he ſtood upright, and did not 
fall down. He himſelf ſeemed to be inſenſible of any 
alteration that had happened to him. But, for a quar- 
ter. of an hour after, he talked very rationally of ſeveral 
things that had been done ſome time before, and dropt 
expreſſions of others that were to be done; which pre- 
ſently made his maſter, and thoſe that were with him, 
conclude, that Nixon's dulneſs had ſomething ſacred in 
it, and that his words were oracles, eſpecially when 
ſome little things he foretold fell out according to his 
prediction. It was with this farmer that he lived when 
he propheſied of his maſter's ox, as is mentioned in his 
Prophecy, | 

I muſt correct ſome errors that you have been led 
into by the imperfect copies of his Prophecy; as that 
about the falling of the wall, which ſome zealous peo— 
ple have applied to the Church; whereas, in truth, it 
has a literal reference to the State only. Woodman 
ſaid, the common tradition has been, that when the 
wall belonging to Vale-Royal houſe fell down, it was 
to denote ſome remarkable change in the government: 
That if it was a ſerene day, and the wall fell inward 
it ſignified an advantageous and happy change; but if, 
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it were a ſtormy day, and fell outward, and any ſtones 
fell into the brook, it fignified the direct contrary; 
to this he added, that the Cholmondeley family, 
whoſe ſeat it was, kept ſeveral workmen in yearly pay 
to ſupport the wall, and every month to inipect it all 
round; that it was buttreſſed both within and with- 
out; and the week before it fell, the workmen gave 
in their report, that it was ſo ſtrong it might reaſon- 
ably laſt an hundred years, without any repairs. 

This, I aſſure you, is only what the old man told 
me, but what I have heard from ſeveral others, and 
can get well atteſted, if it is thought proper: As alſo 
the particulars of the falling of the wall, which are 
theſe : 

« Upon the fourth of Auguſt, 1688, about 11 
& ofclock in the forenoon, being a calm and clear day, 
« without the leaſt breath of wind, that wall fell flat 
« inwards all at once, and not ſo much as one ſingle 
« ſtone fell outwards.” 

This happening ſo little a while before the Revolu- 
tion, it was taken notice of as an accident which was 
very much to our advantage: And as there was a 
greater riſing for the Prince of Orange in Cheſhire, 
than in. any other county in England, why may we 
not imagine that Nixon's Prophecy contributed very 
much to it? The objection to this may be, that the 
owner of the houſe of Thomas Cholmondeley, Eſq. 
was a Jacobite; and it is not likely that any thing 
about him could bode well to the Revolution. Bur 
his being a Jacobite gives the greater authority to the 
prediction, and the fulfilling of it. For it is not likely 
that one, who was an enemy to the Prince of Orange, 
ſhould let a miracle be wrought in his houſe in favour 
of the happy change he ſoon after accompliſhed. I 
ſhould not have made this digreſſion, had not ſome 
filly people almoſt as ſtupid as Nixon, but by no means 
ſo well gifted in Prophecy, given. out that the falling Ing 
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the wall denoted the riſing of the Pretender; and ihis 
too juſt as he was running away from Scotland. 

I cannot help obſerving to you on this occaſion, 
that ſome of us in this county were itrangely ſpirited 
by your Prophecy. When the rebels advanced to 
Preſton, we wen told that they intended to march 
through our county into Flintſhire and Denbighſhire ; 
if they had, their route muſt have been through Dela- 
mere foreſt, where Nixon lived and propheſied; and 
the miller Peter, with his countrymen, were reſolved 
to have given them ſuch a reception, as would have 
given very great credit to your Prophecy, which 1s 
abuſed when any interpretation is applied to it that 
has an eye to Popery and Slavery : For as great a fool 
as Nixon was, he was not ſo ſtupid as our modern zea- 
lots, nor ever dropt a word againſt the Proteſtant re- 
ligion. 

To return to old Woodman : He informed me fur- 
ther, that after it was known what a Prophet Farmer 
Crowton had in his family, Mr. Cholmondeley ſent 
for the fellow, and kept him at his houſe, giving him 
in charge to his ſteward, whom he ordered to try whe- 
ther he could make any thing of him, and teach him 
to read. But Nixon's ſtupidity increaſed upon him, 
the more the ſteward endeavoured to improve him; 
and the moſt he could do with him, was to make him 
hold his goad right, and drive oxen at plough. As he 
was once in the field with the reſt of Mr. Cholmonde. 
ley's ſervants, he let fall his goad on a ſudden, as he 
had dropt his budget and bottle formerly. He ftood 
motionleſs after the ſame manner, with his eyes fixed 
towards Heaven. The ſervants talked to him, and 
beat him to get to his work, but all to no purpoſe. 
He remained in a ſort of trance for the ſpace of an 
hour ; and then recovering, he took up his goad, and 
went on with his buſineſs as though nothing had be- 
fallen him, One of Mr, Cholmondeley's men aſked 
et | him, 
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him, what ailed him? and why he ſtood fo long ? 
to whom Nixon replied, that he had ſeen thoſe things 
which man never {aw before, He then diſcourſed to 
the ſervants, that crowded about him for near twd 
hours, and ſpoke as reaſonably as the beſt of them 
could have done without any manner of heſitation in 
his diſcourſe. 

He foretold the Civil Wars, the Death of King 
Charles I. the Reſtoration of King Charles II. the 
Abdication of King James II. the Revolution and glo- 
rious War with France, and the flouriſhing flate of 
this kingdom afterwards: adding, that theſe things 
will as certainly happen, as that 1 ſhall be ſent for by 
the King, and be ſtarved to death. When he had 
finiſhed his ſpeech, he returned to his natural dulneſs 
and filence ; and unleſs he had been in one of his 
trances, he was always dull and mute ; but while he 
was uttering his prophecies, he ſpoke clearly, and 
with an air of aſſurance, that they would be accom- 
pliſned. The ſervants, as ſoon as they came home, 
told their maſter of this prodigy ; and Mr. Cholmn- 
deley ordered them to write down as much of it as 
they could remember, which they did, and it 1s pre- 
ſerved in that family to this day; together with ſome 
leſs material hints, as hard weather, and ſcarcity of 
proviſions, &c which would certainly happen.— That 
family has always locked itup as a treaſure, and what- 
ever pains 1 have taken to procure a copy of it, I 
could never ſucceed, and defpair now of getting it. 
Mr. Egerton, of Oulton, who is nearly related to the 
Cholmondeley family, has a copy of it alſo, but he 
will not part with it. Both of thoſe families do lay 
great ſtreſs on Nixon's prediftions ; and, I muſt tell 
you, they are two of the moſt ancient and honourable 
families in our county. 

Vou have mentioned Nixon's being ſent for to Court 

by King James the firſt. Woodinan ſays it was oe 5 
when 
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when he came to Court, that the King gave him in 
charge to one of his officers, commanding him to keep 
him in cloſe confinement, and to make ſtrict obſerva- 
tions on his behaviour, that he might be aſſured there 
was nothing of impoſture in him. This gentleman 
kept Nixon locked up, ard going in a hurry with the 
King to Theobalds, he forgot to take care of him, 
and leave him proviſions till his return; by which 
means he was ſtarved to death. It muſt be obſerved 
that Nixon could not ſpeak, except it was immediately 
after he came out of his trance, and never could be 
brought to pronounce a ſenſible word more than aye 
or no, as hath been ſaid, unleſs when he was pronoun- 
cing his oracles. ; 

There happened ſomething with reſpect to Nixon 
and his going to court, like what I met with in the 
Pamphlet you ſent me, called The Drummer of Ted- 
worth. For as that Drummer left beating, when King 
Charles's Courtiers came to be upon the watch with 
him, and would not fatisfy their curioſity ; ſo our 
clown of a prophet, after he came to Court, was en- 
tireiy dumb, and pronounced no more prophecies, 
It is ſaid he was not long there before he was ſtarved 
to death. | 

Nixon was very. grateful to his maſter Cholmonde- 
ley ; he propheſied that the heir to be born to the fa- 
mily, threeſcore and ten years after, ſhould be endowed 
with every eminent qualification, and arrive at greater 
honours than any of his anceſtors had done : That he 
ſhould diſtinguiſh himſelf by his loyalty and ſervices 
to the King then reigning ; and that, after the happy 
ſettlement which would ſucceed the ſtruggle, the peace 
would be lafting, with a continued ſeries of honours 
and glory to the nation. This child, ſaid Nixon, ſhall 
be known by the appearance of an Eagle at the time 
of his birth, with the circumftances mentioned in your 
prophecy. A long time before the Eagle appeared, 
the country people uſed to look out for it; and as often 
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as the Lady of Vale-Royal lay in, they would cry, 
Where is the Eagle? When will Nixon's heir be born? 


The appearance of the Eagle was about five and twenty 
years ago: The lady who lay in was aunt to Her ry St, 


John, late Lord Bo!lingbrooke ; when ſhe was in labour 
ſhe heard great ſhoutings and acclamations of joy; and 


inquiring the reaion, was told the Eagle ſo Jong talked 
of is come. Upon which her ſiſter and Mr. J. S. 
who are both living, went to the window, ſaw the Ea- 
gle fitting on the bough, and looked at it above a quar- 


ter of an hour. It was ſeen alſo by ſeveral thouſands 


of people, and is ſuch a confirmation of Nixon's po- 
phecy, that the truth of is is no where doubted of either 
by gentle or ſimple. There 1s ſome variation in the 
original prophecy from what is mentioned in your pro- 
phecy about the Competitors for the kingdom; the 
Germans, Dutch, and Danes, are nquer thoſe that 
bring fire and famine, plague and murder, in the folds 
of their garments; and we can underſtand none but 
the French by ſuch bloody invaders ; none but French 
Papiſts would bring ſuch deſtructions among Proteſt- 
ants. As for the miller Peter, he was born about the 
time of the Revolution; and Nixon propheſied that 
he ſhould have two heels on one foot, and be knighted ; 
the two heels he hath already, but the ſpurs are not 
come to his lot. Yet, however, the country people in 
this neighbourhood have made a Knight of him theſe 
many years, and honeſt Peter, the miller, is Sir Peter 
in every one's mouth. - ; 

I muſt here correct an error of Mr. Addiſon, in his 
Freeholder, who has not read your prophecy with that 
attention and regard which a thing of ſuch importance 
deſerves ; for he gives the miller two thumbs, whereas 
Nixon gives him two heels. A miſtake in the text of 
a prophecy is of a very dangerous conſequence ; and 1 
doubt not, but upon this notice, in future editions this 
error will be corrected, and juſtice done to honeſt Peter 
the millen. I am, Sir, your's, | 


